To dinb a WIllow Tree

by
Kyl e Bass



| NT. APARTMENT - DUSK
A shaky pen wites down a |ist of grocery itens on a paper.

MRS. WEAVER
Coughs (fuck) sorry honey.

Ms. Weaver hands a girl the list and a cash.

MRS. WEAVER ( CONT' D)
Pl ease be back before dark

EXT. STREET - DUSK

W see AMELI A WEAVER (13) starts wal king down the street, she
| ooks down and pulls out out a shopping |ist.

ANVELI A
Shit, another bottle

As she wal ks down the bl ock towards the corner she passes a
honmel ess nan (LEO) sitting on the ground by a wall in front
of her apartnent.

LEO
Hey, you got 5 bucks, I'll take
anyt hi ng

AVELI A

no, sorry sir.

Amel i a keeps wal king with the noney peering out of her
pocket .

LEO
You ought not lie, even to a stranger
AMELI A
My nomtold me to not talk to
strangers.
LEO

Stranger, such a funny word, a word
made solely to keep people apart. Now
friend all 1'"masking for is a few
dol | ars.

AMELI A
Friends? Friends tend to know each
other, | don't even know your nane.



=LEO
Far enough, it's Leo, Leonardo
Francisa to be exact and what is
yours?

Anel i a takes a pause.

AMELI A
Anel i a, but people call ne Ma. |I'mon
my way to the store right now and
there's a burger joint on the way
woul d you like a neal ?

Leo stands up. brush his jacket and they start wal k down the
street.

I NT. BURGER JO NT - NI GHT

Anrelia and Leo sit in a enpty burger joint eating there neal.
Leo is devouring his burger while Anelia sits there sipping
on her drink.

AMVELI A
So how | ong have you been. ..
LEO
Honel ess?
AMVELI A
Yeah
LEO
Well I'"mcomng up on 2 years now.
AMVELI A
What happened
LEO
Well, lets see hear, canme back from

Irag in 2021. VA got be sone tenp
housing. Then | tried blow ng ny
brains out. Was put in a hospital for
a bit and then boomgot nmy ass kick to
the curb. Went to a veterans housing
program waiting time was 3 years so
hear am now.

pause between the two.

LEO ( CONT' D)
You gonna finish that?



Leo nontions to her nuggets.

AVELI A
oh, yeah sure you can have them

LEO
So, | told you ny story. How bout you
whats your story. | only ever see you
and sonetines your nom

AVELI A
Recently nomls been sick, | just w sh

she went to a real doctor, but | know
we can't afford it.

LEO
No one can afford doctors anynore. You
know | renmenber when | was Kkid,
couldn't of been nore then 7-8 there
was a big tree near ny nom house and
that particular sumer | decided |
would clinmb it and well | didn't nake
nore then 15 feet till a branch broke
underneath me fell right to ground.
Went to the doctors and sure enough
broke nmy right armin tw spots. Took
all sumrer to heal. Still gets stuck
every now and t hen.

He shakes his armto unlock his el bow

AMELI A
What type of tree was it?
LEO
uh, Wllowtree
AMELI A
Well thats why, you had it com ng
LEO
Oh and since when are you a tree
expert?
AMELI A

Wen | was 6 ny dad took us canpi ng.

We were hiking and | ran ahead and saw

a huge willow tree and started

clinmbing and well sure enough a branch

br oke beneath nme and fell right on the

grass. My nom and dad found nme on the
( MORE)



AVELI A ( CONT' D)
ground all scraped up. My dad pick ne
up and carried nme the rest of the way

back, but
LEO
break anyt hi ng?
AMELI A
Nope. Just got this cut that left a

bi g scar.

Anmelia pulls up her right sleeve to show her arm have 5 inch
scar on her forearm

LEO
You got Lucky, shit hella |ucky.
Al ways renenber if you do enough dunb
shit, it will catch up too. How you
think I got here.

AVELI A
Wait, don't the good stuff matter to?

LEO
Ah, | wish, but that's not howlife
wor ks. Good things are |like snoke from
a fire, looks nice froma far but if
your in it wong, it sucks. You sure
you don't want the |ast nugget?

AMELI A
| think | have to get going, | have to
go to the store and its al nost dark

EXT. QUT SIDE OF MCDONALDS - NI GHT

Anelia and Leo are wal king to the sidewal k about to go there
separ at e ways.

LEO
Well, you better get going, thank you
for the food, and nost of all thank
you for the conversation

AVELI A
You know your wrong, right?

LEO
About what



AMELI A

Doi ng good does pay off.
LEO

Yeah will see.

He turns his back to wal k away.

AMELI A
Wi t!

She goes to hand hima few dollars, he stops her.

LEO
Thank you, but you have given ne
enough for the night. I'mall filled

up.
The two wal k away and go there separate way.
| NT. CONVENI ENCE SHOP - NI GHT

Anelia pulls open the door (ringing the bell) and walks in
and grabs a basket. She starts wal king through the aisles of
t he store.

STORE CLERK (O S.)
Be there in a m nute.

Anel i a wal ks through the candy aisle, stoping to pickup a
M1 k Shiner bar. A large man (56) is standing behind the
count er.

STORE CLERK
We got gushers too
AMELI A
huh?
STORE CLERK

We got gushers, just got them| ast
week. There what every little girl
been buyi ng.

Amel ia puts down the candy bar and continues to pick up the
itens on the list. She walks up to the counter and enpties
her basket.

STORE CLERK ( CONT' D)
Is that all for you today?



AVELI A
Yep, wait-

Anel i a goes back to the candy aisle. She slaps the M1k
Shi ner on the counter.

AVELI A ( CONT' D)
| change nmy m nd.

Store Cerk rings her up and hands her, her change and
receipt. As he does three (slightly buzzed) college guys wal k
in. They are right by the counter and Aneli a.

QJY #1
Hey, what's your name?

Anmelia remands silent as they surround her with her back to
t he counter.

QUY #2
My friend here ask what your nane was,
it would be rude not to answer.

GQUY #3
VWhat's that, a Ml k Shiner? | haven't
one of these since | was kid.

Quy #3 takes the bar from her.

GUY #3 (CONT' D)
| mean | feel like | have to.

Quy #3 opens up the bar and starts eating it in front of
Arelia. He eats the entire thing and throws the wapper.

GUY #3 (CONT' D)
Oh, that's so good

Quy 3# | eans down and gets in her face.
GQUY #3 (CONT' D)
Thank you, | needed that, now that
candy bar was mighty tasty. Now | just
wonder how you taste if | took a bite?
A wonen opens the door to walk in

AMELI A
See ya

Anmelia kicks himin the nuts and runs through the open door



into the dark. The three men chase after her.
EXT. STREET - N GHT

Anmelia is running down the street, still holding the bag of
groceries. She passes the burger joint and keeps running.

GUY #2
Where you going to? m ssy.

Anmel ia continues to sprint, she turns the corner she can see
t he | anppost by the apartnment conplex. She passes Leo who is
back at his normal spot. Leo hears the guys footsteps cone
hurling down the street. He kicks a couple of pipes into the
sidewal k as they run past him Quy 2# and 3# trip. Leo gets up
and starts to beat up the guys with the pipe. GQuy #3 pulls
out a knife and stabs himin side. Anelia reaches the gate
but | ooks back. The police lights and sirens are heard down
the street and the guys start running away. Anelia turns back
and runs to Leo. He is on the ground by his spot.

LEO
You ok?

AMELI A
' mfine, how you doi ng?

LEO
Better that your here. Wll, to be
honest it's not | ooking good for ne.

AMELI A
Don't talk |ike that were gonna get
you to a hospital and your gonna be
fine.

LEO
Does it look like I can afford a
hospital. Now prom se ne sonet hi ng.

AVELI A
What ?

Leo coughs

LEO
It takes a special person to help
another in need, especially if your
struggling to survive your self. Don't
stop being that special person. In
world full of hate and greed, be the
( MORE)



LEO ( CONT' D)
person who |istens.

Anelia cries and hugs him

AMELI A
I wll, I wll. I'"lIl never stop.

A anbul ance arrives and puts himon a stretcher and starts to
left himup in the anbul ance. Leo | ooks at Anelia and gives
her a slight wave as the doors close. Anelia waves back as

t he anbul ance drives away.

The End. ..



